Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. Answer all the questions inEnglish.

One April evening in 2003, Raymond and Pauline Harris were driving home from their holiday along the A3 in West England. Their Peugeot 106 was stacked with duty-free goods and two heavy suitcases. Faced with a car coming towards him on the wrong side of the road, Raymond braked hard, but it was too late to avoid a crash. Both Raymond and Pauline were killed – but not as a result of the collision. The car’s passenger compartment kept its protective shape, but it was the two heavy cases hurtling forward that crushed the couple to death. On another occasion, near London, two sisters were travelling as passengers. One, in the back, was not wearing her seat-belt. The terrible result of a collision was that one sister killed the other.

As people have bought larger cars, carrying more and more things, they have turned them into almost a second home. Mobile phones, coffee cups, tins, umbrellas, personal stereos, laptop computers, bottles, are all regularly on board without any precautions. However many safety features we have, like seat-belts, airbags and anti-lock braking systems, loose objects in a car are potentially deadly.

Vehicle testers have simulated crashes with dummies inside loaded cars at just 50kph: the results were horrifying. “If a car hits a solid object at 50kph, a ten-kilo weight will continue travelling forward, hitting you with the force of half a ton. In one test, the laptop computer flew forward, striking the driver, who would have been killed by massive brain damage,” said David Mosley, a safety expert. “One baby buggy cracked into the head of the front-seat passenger, causing serious, possibly fatal injury. Unbelted rear-seat passengers can become a deadly force too, and the backs of car-seats are not designed to withstand loads moving at high speed.”

Questions

1.  Write a summary of the text in English, including the most important points, using your own words whenever possible (maximum 50 words)

2. Find words or phrases in the text that correspond in meaning to the words and definitions given here :

a) impact

b) bigger

c) devices

d) resist
2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text.

a) safety features

b) potentially deadly

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one. 

a) Raymond braked hard, but it was too late to avoid a crash.

Although ____________________________________________________________________________

b) As people have bought larger cars, carrying more and more things, they have turned them into almost a second home.

As people _____________________ where __________________________________________________
c) However many safety features we have, loose objects in a car are potentially deadly.

Even if _______________________________________________________________________________

d) “Unbelted rear-seat passengers can become a deadly force too,” said David Mosley.

David Mosley explained _________________________________________________________________

4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text.

a) What tests were done to prove that loose objects in cars are dangerous?

b) Are people generally prepared for and conscious of the danger?

5. What do you think could be done to avoid car accidents? (Minimum 100 words; maximum 120 words)

