Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. Answer all the questions in English.

Some tourists prefer to travel in groups, with their holiday planned in advance for them, on what are known as “package tours”. However, the advantages of planning your holiday yourself are considerable. You are free to choose exactly where and when you want to go, how you want to travel, and how long you want to stay. You can avoid the large resorts, whereas holidaymakers on package tours are often trapped among crowds of other tourists. You can eat the food of the region at reasonable prices in local restaurants, while they are served with “international” dishes and chips with everything.

Moreover, although most people return from package holidays reasonably satisfied, this is not always the case. Take the nightmare experience of a Frenchman who went on a package to the Caribbean. The hotel in the small port was overbooked and he had to wander round the streets looking for a bed and breakfast place. While doing this he was arrested by the police for vagrancy. He was taken to court, where he told the magistrate it was the hotel’s fault, but the magistrate was the hotel manager’s brother and he charged the tourist with making false accusations.

He was sent to prison for eight days, by which time his return flight had left. He did not have enough money left for a return ticket so he went to a post office to send a telegram to his family in France asking for money. He was arrested even before he could send it and charged with illegal immigration, as he could now no longer be considered a tourist, having missed his flight. He now needed a work permit in order to stay, which he of course did not have. He was fined 500 dollars for this offence, and another 500 dollars when he again blamed the hotel. All things considered, a package holidays is no guarantee of satisfaction. I think I’d rather plan my holiday independently, or stay at home.

Questions:

1. Write a summary of the text in English, including the most important points, using your own words whenever possible. (maximum 50 words, 1 point)

2. Find words or phrases in the text that correspond in meaning to the words and definitions given here (1 point, 0,25 each):

a) beforehand

b) fair

c) stuck

d) searching for

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one (2 points:0,5 point each)

a) “Although most people return from package holidays reasonably satisfied, this is not always the case.”, said the writer.

The writer said ________________________________________________________________________

b) He told the magistrate it was the hotel’s fault, but the magistrate was the hotel manager’s brother.

He told the magistrate, who ______________________________________________________________

c) He did not have enough money left for a return ticket so he sent a telegram to his family in France.

He sent _____________________________________________________________________________

d) He was fined 500 dollars when he blamed the hotel.

As a result ___________________________________________________________________________

4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text. (2 points: 1 point each)
a) According to the text, what are the main dangers of going on a package holiday?

b) How do you know that the Caribbean country in the story was corrupt?

5. Do you agree with the writer’s opinions about holidays? Give reasons. (Minimum 100 words, maximum 120 words; 3 points).
