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Name __________________________________________________ 

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. Answer all the questions in English.
Meena called off her wedding a day before she was due to walk down the aisle. The 28-year-old banker who comes from an Indian family in Ealing, London, said her home turned into a war zone the day she announced her engagement to her boyfriend, Colin.

“Colin is black”, explained Meena. Her family’s objections came as an ultimately shock – she had always considered them to be open-minded, liberal, “modern” people.

“We’ve even watched Sydney Poitier’s famous Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner as a family. I have never heard my parents say a mean word about black people. But I think their personal prejudices were challenged when their daughter decided to marry one”, said Meena, who eventually did marry Colin.

Nearly three decades after the introduction of the Race Relations Act, much may have changed in Britain. But few would doubt that our country continues to suffer from racism. Today, racial discrimination has not only become more sophisticated, but has also reared its ugly head in much more elusive ways.

It all used to be a matter of black and white: today the debate extends to black discrimination, increased Islamophobia and anti-semitism and fear of the “other” – those who are just different, regardless of their colour or accent.

Questions

1. Write a summary of the text in English, including the most important points, using your own words whenever possible. (maximum 50 words).

2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text.

a) to walk down the aisle

b) reared its ugly head 

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the firs one.

a) She had always considered them to be open-minded, liberal, “modern” people.

They _______________________________________________________________________

b) “I think their personal prejudices were challenged when their daughter decided to marry one”, said Meena.


Meena said __________________________________________________________________

c)   Meena called off her wedding a day before she was due to walk down the aisle.

      Meena’s wedding _____________________________________________________________

d) Her home turned into a war zone the day she announced her engagement to her boyfriend

If She ______________________________________________________________________

4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text. 

a) Why did Meena’s home turn into a war zone?

b) Does her parent’s reaction reflect the British attitude toward racism?

5. “Marriage between people from different cultures always fails”. Give your opinion about this statement. (Minimum 80 words, maximum 100 words)
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Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. Answer all the questions in English.
In Spain, two million women, as well as numerous children, are victims of domestic violence. For various complex reasons, the home is the ideal environment for the development of abusive behaviour including physical and psychological violence, even murder. 

On the one hand, until not too long ago, this space was immune from the actions of the judicial system and social services. Women and children were defenceless beings, the perfect subjects on whom to unload frustrations.

On the other hand, there’s no doubt that love and hate are tightly linked to each other. The kind of jealousy involved in these cases of domestic violence stems from low self-esteem, and from an inability to uphold a balanced relationship with their partner. These people make up for daily frustrations by inflicting pain on the people they theoretically love the most. Many of the victims, in turn, go on living with their aggressors for economic and affective reasons. In this way, victim and executioner are engaged in a hellish dependency ritual that sometimes can only be brought to an end through death.

Solutions to this ever-present problem are hard to come by. However, most experts point to a better education in more egalitarian values and say that real hope lies in the schools.

Questions

1. Write a summary of the text in English, including the most important points, using your own words whenever possible. (maximum 50 words)

2. Explain in English the meaning of the following expressions as used in the text.

a) to uphold a balanced relationship

b) this ever-present problem

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the firs one.

a)   The kind of jealousy involved in these cases of domestic violence stems from low self-esteem.

Low self-esteem ______________________________________________________________

b)   They say that real hope lies in the school.


Real hope ___________________________________________________________________

c) These people inflict pain on the people they theoretically love the most.

Pain ________________________________________________________________________

d) Many of the victims go on living with their aggressors for economic and affective reasons.

Because of __________________________________________________________________

4. Answer the following questions in your own words. The information must be taken from the text.

a)   Can you describe one of the causes for the development of abusive behaviour in the home?
b)   What does the “hellish dependency ritual” mentioned in the text refer to?

5. What do you think should be done to solve the problem of domestic violence? (Minimum 80 words, maximum 100 words)

