 EXAM WITH ANSWERS 

Read the text and the instructions to the questions very carefully. Answer all the questions in English.

In the past, a visit to the zoo was considered an enjoyable day out, not much different from a picnic in the park. But zoos are now causing a lot of controversy.

As people move away from rural areas, it is more difficult for them to see animals in their natural habitats. Many people believe that we can teach children about these animals through visits to zoos, where it is possible to see, hear, smell and sometimes even touch them.

Opponents, however, argue that seeing animals in cages is not instructive, because it is impossible to learn about their natural behaviour in such unnatural conditions. They believe that zoos actually send a negative message and allow people to believe that keeping living beings captive is permissible.

Moreover, these opponents believe that keeping animals in cages promotes suffering, especially for more intellectually complex species that need mental stimulation as well as adequate space in which to move. They say that in many zoos, animals are kept in small, filthy enclosures and are often forced to perform tricks for the public. Consequently, many animals suffer from “zoochosis”; that is, abnormal behaviours such as bar-biting or self-mutilation among zoo animals. They reject the arguments that zoos help animals to lead longer, healthier lives due to the guaranteed diet and veterinary care they receive.

There are, of course, kind and humane zoos, such as the Jersey Zoo in the UK, that provide outstanding services to animal welfare and conservation. But most zoos do not in fact meet the standards they set themselves. Unless they really do start to contribute to animal welfare, zoos may soon find that they themselves are extinct.

Questions 

1. Write a summary of the text in English, including the most important points, using your own words whenever possible (maximum 50 words, 1 point).

2.  Find words or phrases in the text that correspond in meaning to the words and definitions given here (1 point, 0,25 each):

a) acceptable

b) encourages

c) very dirty

d) exceptional

3. Complete the second sentence of each pair so that it has the same meaning as the first one. (2 points, 0.5 each)

a) Zoos are now causing controversy.

    Controversy ___________________________________________________________________________
b) Seeing animals in cages is not instructive.

    It is __________________________________________________________________________________
c) It’s forbidden to feed the animals.

    You _________________________________________________________________________________
d) Some zoos provide outstanding services to animals.

    Outstanding services ____________________________________________________________________
4. Answer the following questions in your own words. (2 points: 1 point each)

a) What is the negative message that zoos send?
b) Why do some animals in zoos suffer more than others?

5. What do you think could be done to improve the conditions of zoo animals? (approximately 120 words; 3 points)











